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DATES TO REMEMBER 
What:   Fort Stanton Board Meetings 
When:  Third Wednesday of each month 5:30 pm 
Where: Region IX, 237 Service Road (Old Middle School) 
 
What: Historic Forts Day   
When: Saturday, February 20

th
, 10:00 am ï 4:00 pm 

Where: El Camino Real International Heritage Center, see flyer page 5 

 

FORT STANTON INC. 
NEWSLETTER, FEBRUARY 2010 

 

PRESIDENTôS LETTER 
 
     A new board has been elected.  There are new committees, and here 
is where you come in.  All these committees are looking for new folks 
with new ideas. 
     We have many new members and instead of being just the ónew 
membersô, I invite you to get involved with making the Fort a wonderful 
place to workéand also to help create a great place for our visitors to 
experience.   
     We are sorry to see Ernesto retiring, he has always been a great help 
to us and has helped to keep us focused.  We are going to miss his 
counsel and wish him well on his retirement! 
      It is now time to start the planning for our 2010 Fort Stanton Live.  
We will be working with Lincoln again this year so it will be big event for 
Fort Stanton, Lincoln and Lincoln County.  I hope that you can plan to be 
involved with us this year.  It is a lot of work but it is also a lot of fun.  
    FSL will be the first weekend in August. 
     A thought to ponder: You get more than you give when you give 
more then you get. 
CLINTON SMITH 
 
 
 

 

THE MEMBERSHIP CORNER 
Just a reminder---we are a non-profit group and 
all of our monies go into either the Museum or 
doing something for the Fort.  We cannot keep up 
the work we are doing without membership help 
and support. The memberships are due by the 
end of January each year and are tax deductable, 
as are any donations,   Membership dues are 
accepted anytime during the year.  If you have 
any questions concerning your membership, 
please email me at: 
pegw@valornet.com.  

PEGGY WHITTEMORE 
 

 

 

Note:  this newsletter is a bit late, due 
to all the changes to Fort Stanton 
Inc., and itôs new affiliation with State 
Monuments (see page 4 for details), 

but be sure to renew your 
membership ï due at the end of  
January, but accepted any time!   

Dear Valued Partners: 
 
     After mulling over my future plans for a couple of months, I finally 
decided to resign from my position as director of the Division of New 
Mexico State Monuments.  It was not an easy decision to make, given 
all that we have going with our monuments across the state.  But this, 
from my perspective, is the time to leave due to the fact that we are at a 
standstill with projects in some of our monuments and the fact that we 
cannot begin to fill positions in our two newest monuments ï the Taylor-
Barela-Reynolds-Mesilla State Monument and Fort Stanton State 
Monument.  This situation may go on for a year or so.  Thus, this ñlullò in 
our efforts to get day-to-day operations at the Fort is the time to leave. A 
new director could benefit from this ñhiatusò to plan a course of action for 
these two new monuments. 
     However, I encourage all of you to not give up on the cause of 
ensuring the protection and preservation of this invaluable resource. 
Continue your work at transitioning to your new role; continue your 
advocacy role that you have so successfully fulfilled since your initial 
days of organizing as a critical entity that got the Fort to its present 
status.  Be patient with the state agencies as they, too, continue to focus 
on their stewardship role even in a time of economic constraints.  Most 
of all keep this thought in mind: ñMonuments are forever, in spite of 
obstacles and challenges that they may face.ò  I am sure that your 
efforts will not be in vain; your efforts have brought the Fort this far, and 
your future efforts will prevail. 

ERNESTO ORTEGA 
 

mailto:pegw@valornet.com
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Fort Stanton Inc 
P. O. Box 1 

Fort Stanton, NM 88323 
 

OFFICERS 
 

President Clinton Smith   
pcscm58@windstream.net 
 
Vice President Charlotte Rowe 
 cfrowe@windstream.net 
 
Secretary Betsy Burnett 
disbb1952@gmail.com 
 
Treasurer Tad Vanderhye 
tsluckytuffy@windstream.net  
 

COMMITTEES 
 
Publicity and Marketing: 
Chair: 
 
 
Ways and Means: 
Chair: Jay Smith 
jaysmith@hubbardmuseum.org 
 
Museum Operations: 
Chair: Charlotte Rowe 
cfrowe@windstream.net 
 
Fort Stanton Live: 
Chair: Mike Bilbo 
mbbilbo@yahoo.com 
 

BOARD MEMBERS 
 
Mike Bilboe        Mike_Bilbo@blm.gov 
Betsy Burnett        disbb1952@gmail.com 
Mark Jones             photoman@windstream.net 
Gwen McCausland   gwen.ann@hotmail.com 
Stephanie Morgan    wildmtnsunrise@valornet.com 
Earl Pittman              wpittman@uwa.edu 
Charlotte Rowe         cfrowe@windstream.net 
Jan Sawyer               gsawyer1@windstream.net 
Phil Schreiber           pschre6647@windstream.net  
Clinton Smith            pcsm58@windstream.net 
Jay Smith                  jaysmith@hubbardmuseum.org 
Tad Vanderhye         tsluckytuffy@windstream.net 
Peggy Whittemore   pegw@valornet.com 
 
 
Note:  An explanation of what each committee is 
responsible for and how YOU can help is found on page 4 
in the article labeled Volunteers Needed. 
 
 
The Fort Stanton Inc Newsletter is published three times 
yearly by the organization for its members.  Annual 
membership dues are due by the end of January each 
year, and are tax deductable, as are any donations.  
Membership dues are accepted anytime during the year.  
Send all address changes to Fort Stanton Foundation 
P.O. Box 1, Fort Stanton, NM 88323. 
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DR.EARL PITTMAN 
FRIEND OF FORT STANTON 

LINCOLN COUNTY, NEW MEXICO 

 

 
           
     From his first days on the Board of Fort Stanton, Inc., Earl has 
been a steady and hard working presence.  Born in Mississippi, 
son of a career naval officer, his childhood was spent in many 
places.  Earlôs career choices also took him around the world 
before he arrived in Ruidoso in 1996.  During those years, 
college teaching was his primary occupation and history his 
preference.  Areas of specialization include United States history 
1876-1920 and Civil War history.  As well as being a teacher, 
Earl was a student earning six academic degrees (history, 
chemistry, physics, geology), including a Ph. D. in history in 
1969. 
     In addition to academia, Earl served on active duty in the U.S. 
Army Special Forces and in Special Operations Command during 
the Gulf War in 1993.  He also served as an intelligence officer in 
the USN Reserve and USAF Reserve, retiring in 1993. His 
hobbies were handball, backpacking, hunting and writing novels. 
     Joining the Fort Stanton Inc. Board in 2004, Earl immediately 
became a volunteer at the Museum and participated in FSI 
activities.  He wrote a successful ñSave Americaôs Treasuresò 
grant proposal which, along with State Capital Outlay funds, 
enabled the recent restoration of the Fort Stanton Administration 
Building.  From 2006 to 2009 Earl served as president of FSI and 
produced ñFort Stanton Liveò very successfully for two years.  He 
continues to serve on the FSI Board as well as volunteering at 
the Museum. 
     Military man, teacher, father of five, Earlôs happiest role these 
days is husband to Dr. Kathleen Pittman.  They met while living 
in Tuscaloosa and married in 1990.  Two years ago they moved 
into their ñDream Homeò in Roswell and continue their academic 
careers.  Kathleen and Earl (part-time) are both on the faculty of 
ENMU.  Kathleen is an active participant in ñFort Stanton Live.ò  
Earl is writing a book, ñRebels in the Rockies:  Confederate 
Irregular Warfare in the West,ò and plans to complete it by 

December 2010.  In addition, he contributes his talents to the 
Lincoln County Historical Society, Boots and Saddles, New 
Mexico Foundation, and the Vestry of St. Andrews Church. 
     This generous gentleman is always ready and able when his 
help is needed in Fort Stanton activities.  These words by John 

Wesley seem to sum up Earlôs philosophy. 

 
Do all the good you can, 

By all the means you can, 
In all the ways you can, 

In all the places you can, 
At all the times you can, 

To all the people you can, 
As long as ever you can. 

 
CHARLOTTE ROWE 
Charlotte Rowe 
 
CHARLOTTE ROWE 

mailto:pcscm58@windstream.net
mailto:tsluckytuffy@
mailto:jaysmith@hubbardmuseum.org
mailto:cfrowe@windstream.net
mailto:mbbilbo@yahoo.com
mailto:Mike_Bilbo@blm.gov
mailto:disbb1952@gmail.com
mailto:pschre6647@windstream.net
mailto:pegw@valornet.com
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 FIFTH GRADE VISIT 

 

     On Wednesday, September 9th Mrs. Eichsteadt's 5th grade class and two other 5th grade classes from 
Berrendo Elementary School in Roswell came to Ft Stanton for a visit.  There were about 100 children along with 
their teachers and parents.  They arrived about Noon and had a picnic lunch in the field behind the Museum.  We 
set up 5 stations for the children to visit:  Barbara Heiser was at the Stables and gave a short talk, Jeannie 
Adams led the children across the river to the old German Internment Camp and told them about the Camp, 
Sally Burkstaller was in the Chapel and talked about the Chapel a little and showed the DVD produced by 
Carolyn and Joe Arcure about Ft Stanton.  She asked questions and the child who gave the correct answer was 
permitted to ring the Chapel bell.  Tad Vanderhye took over part of the Quad tour dressed in a post Civil War Sgt 
Calvary uniform, explaining some of the buildings around the Quad.  And Ken Vaught, dressed in a Confederate 
Civil War uniform, had his tent set up and guns and writing implements for the children to try. 
.   
     Then on to the Museum, with Peggy Whittemore.  They loved looking at the "old stuff" as they put it. The 
children wrote letters to Ft Stanton thanking everyone for the visit.  Here are a few excerpts from the letters, "I 
had a great time, I liked going to the pool where the Germans swam, I liked the Chapel and even got to ring the 
bell", "I loved the horse stables, there is so much history I never knew about", "the Civil War re-enactors were 
awesome", "I liked the Museum because we got to see old water paintings, hats and old-time stuff", "I liked the 
German camp and walking down the trail across the river, I bet my Mom liked it back when she was there with 
my Grandpa", "I liked how we got to touch stuff in the Museum", "you all really know how to entertain everyone, I 
really liked all the activities you had set up for us", Thank you so much, I really had a lot of fun".   
 
     Some of the parents came later in the afternoon and set up grills by the cafeteria and grilled hot dogs for the 
children before they set off on the buses back to Roswell.  I think the kids and grown-ups had a great time at the 
Fort---I know all of our volunteers who participated in the day enjoyed it.  We are trying to get our local schools 
interested in bringing class groups out to the Fort for tours---hopefully 2010 will be the year that our Lincoln 
County locals become more interested in the history of the Fort. 
 
PEGGY WHITTEMORE 
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VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

     This was the opening sentence of an article in our newsletter of January, 2009: 
 
      Without our volunteers, there would be no Fort Stanton, Inc., there would be no museum, the Fort would not be 
a State Monument, and we would not be on the threshold of a new and exciting time for our beloved old Fort.   
 
     That new and exciting time is beginning.  As the pictures on the next page illustrate, the Administration Building 
has been lovingly restored, and will soon be the new home for the museum.  When that time comes this spring, 
Fort Stanton, Inc. will need lots of willing hands to help move into the new quarters.  Setting up the museum in a 
different space takes not only knowledge and planning, but lots of just plain muscle.   
 
     And as you may have noticed on page two under officers and committees, now there are only four committees.  
Following is a short explanation of the duties and responsibilities of each.  With the Fortôs designation as an official 
NM state monument, Fort Stanton, Inc.ôs mission had to change as well, especially since the original mission of 
saving the fort had been accomplished.  In thinking about a change in mission, the FSI board chose to examine 
the way it governs itself, and the resulting bylaws reflect our new mission as a supporting organization for the new 
Fort Stanton State Monument.  As the Fort continues to evolve and grow, we felt the need to create an 
organization that can effectively recruit new people to the organization who will continue to keep our eyes open 
and our ideas fresh.  
  
     Therefore, we chose to create four committees of the board to oversee essential tasks ï and people outside the 
Board can fill these committees so long as a Board member serves as the chair.  The new committees and their 
objectives are:  
 
Publicity & Promotion:  oversee the efforts to promote the Fort Stanton Museum, Fort Stanton Live, and other 
key projects.    
 
Museum Operations:  oversee the interpretive efforts of the museum including displays and exhibits, docent 
training and the gift store. 
 
Fort Stanton Live:  oversee the development and execution of the signature event of the Fort Stanton State 
Monument, including the programming, layout, policies, and procedures for the event.  
   
Ways & Means:  oversee the development of an annual budget and fundraising plan for the museum in 
conjunction; and to develop and present lodgerôs tax requests, grant proposals and other community funding 
presentations  
 
      If you feel that you have the special interest or talent to make a contribution to any of these, please contact the 
chair of that committee.  We need your help to keep the momentum going!   We know that there are lots of talented 
people out there, and Fort Stanton, Inc. needs your help. 
 
JAY SMITH AND JAN SAWYER 
 

 
   
.      
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EL CAMINO REAL 
INTERNATIONAL HERITAGE 

CENTER, SOCORRO, NM 

PRESENTS 

HISTORIC FORTS DAY 

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 20TH, 10 AM - 4 PM 

Discover forts along the ancient Camino 

Real. Event will include living history re-

enactments of soldier camp activities 

including bullet-making, black powder 

demonstration, treadle sewing, open fire 

cooking and more including a special 

lecture series about forts in New Mexico 

courtesy of New Mexico Historical Society. 

For info: 575-854-3600, 

www.elcaminoreal.org Event free with 

paid adult admission, $5. Free for ages 16 

& under, MNM and ECRIHC Foundation 

Members. 

On-going demos: 

Homo baking, courtesy of Fort Selden 

State Monument Carreta building, 

courtesy of Gary Williams Living history 

10 am: Slide show presentation & 
lecture,     "Fort Stanton", by Gwendolyn 
Rogers, courtesy of Lincoln State 
Monument 
11 am: Mule packing demonstration, 
courtesy of Socorro Back Country 
Horsemen 
1 pm: Slide show lecture, "Early Colonial 
Military and El Camino Real" by Ms. 
Henrietta Christmas, courtesy of NM 
Historical Society 
2:30 pm: Lecture, "The U.S. Army on the 
Western Frontier, 1866-1890" by Mr. Don 
Bullis, courtesy of NM Historical Society     
3:30 pm: Video presentation, "History of 
Fort Selden", by Nathan Stone, courtesy 
of Fort Selden State Monument 
 

  

El Camino Real International Heritage 
Center Located 35 miles south of 
Socorro I-25 exit 115 Hwy 1 frontage 
road to the Center Call 505-854-3600 

 

Photos by Joseph Arcure 
 
     To those of you who have not visited the Fort since this fall, 
you will be amazed by the transformation of the Administration 
building.  The porch is absolutely beautiful, and structurally 
sound.  I have not as yet seen the inside, but those who have 
say it is wonderful.  
  
     When it opens this spring as the Fort Stanton, Inc. museum, 
those of us who have been docents will delight in the heat, the 
bathrooms ï and the space.  We all, experienced as well as new 
volunteers will be given orientation classes before the opening 
to acquaint us with all the new procedures. 
 
 JAN SAWYER 
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DID YOU KNOW? 
 
The Fort Stanton State Monument is a member of the 
division of New Mexico State Monuments and is 
guided by its mission. 
     Fort Stanton, Inc. (FSI) is a 501(c)(3) not-for-profit 
group of dedicated volunteers focused on the 
restoration of Fort Stanton. 
     FSI has organized studies, raised money, provided 
volunteers and docents for the museum, and 
organized politically in favor of Fort Stanton legislation. 
     The Fort Stanton Museum is open five days a 
week, April through November, and is staffed totally by 
volunteers. 
     5,729 individuals from all over the U.S.A., as well 
as many other countries, visited the Fort Stanton 
Museum between April 2009 and November 2009. 
     Tours of Fort Stanton are available upon request. 
    160 members comprise the Fort Stanton 
Foundation.  Dues are paid annually.  Dues collected 
in 2009 were $4,715. 
     ñFort Stanton:  History of a New Mexico Cavalry 
Post,ò is an eleven-minute DVD, produced by Fort 
Stanton volunteers.  It is available for sale at the Fort 
Stanton museum, through mail orders, and in 
numerous shops in Lincoln County. 
     ñFort Stanton Liveò is conducted every August.  It is 
a two-day celebration of Fort Stantonôs history. 
     All money used for Fort Stanton activities is 
generated by FSI programs, donations and gift shop 
sales. 

FORT STANTON KIDS HAVE A WEBSITE! 
 

 
 
     The Fort Stanton Kids, better known as the group of old timers who spent their childhoods at Fort Stanton 
during the Public Health Service days, invite you to visit our brand-new website, www.fortstantonkids.org.  On 
our site youôll find many historic photos of what the fort looked like in our day, photos of ñkidsò both then and 
during our reunions at Fort Stanton Live, beautiful photos by David Tremblay of the restoration now in progress 
at Fort Stanton, and information on the books that have been written about us by Lynda Sanchez (with photos 
by David Tremblay) and James McBride, as well as information on the new Fort Stanton Cave National 
Conservation Area. 
 
     We invite you to sign our guestbook (click the Comment button) and tell us what you think.  You also can 
contact the webmaster at dannakhenderson@gmail.com it you have photos or information that youôd like to see 
added to the site, or if youôd like to purchase a CD containing even more historic photos. 
 

RECEIVING THE NEWSLETTER BY 
E-MAIL 

 
     Sending the newsletter out to our members three 
times a year by ósnail mailô cost Fort Stanton, Inc 
$1206.61 in 2009. 
     Our group could use the money spent on the 
printing and mailing the newsletter on other things ï 
see the next page for examples of those things.   
     Besides, you would be benefiting too!  Since color 
printing costs so much, our newsletters are 
necessarily all in black and white.  If you would be 
willing to receive the newsletter by e-mail, it would be 
in color!   So think about it, and if you would be willing 
to change ï contact Peggy Whittemore at 
pegw@valornet.com. 

 

 

http://www.fortstantonkids.org/
mailto:dannakhenderson@gmail.com
mailto:pegw@valornet.com
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Your Membership Matters 
 
Fort Stanton Inc. membership dollars helped achieve its mission by saving the fort for 
future generations. In 2009 Fort Stanton became an official New Mexico State 
Monument (NMSM). 
 
But our work has just begun. We need your support for future preservation projects 
such as roof repair on the silos and for educational materials for school tours. 

 

Preservation Begins with You 
 

Grants written by Fort Stanton Inc. and state funding gave NMSM enough resources 
to renovate the Administration building and Officer Quarters to their historic beauty. 
With your support, we can keep this momentum of preservation going. 
 
Photographs by Joseph Arcure 

  
Images before the renovation 

Renew Your Membership Today! 
 

        Student: $15.00      Family $25.00 

       Individual: $20.00       Lifetime: $250.00 
 

Fort Stanton Inc. is a charitable 501c(3) organization. 

All monetary donations are tax deductable. 

Fort 
Stanton 

Inc. 

The stables and silos are 
in the process of being 
restored with the help of 
private donors such 
as yourself. 

 

Your Membership Dollars 
Goes Towards 

�x Preservation of the 
historic buildings 

�x Educational 
materials for tours 

�x Exhibit furniture 

�x Fort Stanton Live 
Event 

�x Fort Stanton Inc. 
Newsletter 

�x Museum 
maintenance 

�x And Much More! 


